
Since the first recon trip in 2012, vision for DRC has developed into on-the-ground momentum, seeing the kingdom of 

God take root in communities, clinics, and fields. We have seen the initial spark of a viral move of God and expect a 

continuing outpouring of His Spirit. Currently, our team is comprised of: 4 Americans, 1 Zambian, 1 South African, and 

9 Congolese members. We love the varying cultural backgrounds, believing that the Lord ties us together in our 

differences for growth and new perspectives. As our prayer and support team, we thought it time for proper 

introductions of each member, to match names with testimonies that you can know us better! 

Arcel Makonga 
Mpande Chiefdom 

 

With a deep understanding of the 

Word, Arcel carries himself with a 

combination of passion and maturity 

in ministry. Though one of the 

youngest team members, he’s ready 

for any ministry opportunity 

available. Always willing to lead 

worship, he sings with a beautiful 

sincerity that draws others in to the 

presence of God. He joined the team 

in 2019, while still in high school and 

has recently started a university 

engineering program.  

Vanessa Kasaji 
Mpande Chiefdom and Transformational 

Development : Sustain 

 

Quiet in team debates, Vanessa is 

often an observer, recognizing needs 

in situations with a willingness to 

serve. She is the first to volunteer for 

the organization and preparation of 

team meals, readily whipping up 

delicious food, delighting in the 

team’s satisfaction. She joined the 

team in 2019, and in the 2020 

Farming God’s Way season, stepped 

up to teach several key demos. She’s 

growing in her confidence for 

ministry with excitement.  

Christelle Kabange 
Mpande and Mukumbi Chiefdoms 

 

Christelle has the mind of a 

concordance. Her grasp of Scripture 

has set her a solid foundation from 

which flows a timely message in each 

opportunity. Rooted and grounded, 

ready in every season, her hunger for 

ministry drives her to travel an hour 

one way for team gatherings. She 

met the team in 2019 during the 

Kambove leaders’ meeting and 

joined in 2020. A natural leader, 

Christelle attracts others with the joy 

and wisdom she carries. 
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Fulgence Makonga 
Mpande Chiefdom 

 

During the first OM trip, Fulgence’s 

parents were the only pastoral 

family willing to host the small 

group. Their kindness sparked a 

beautiful unity in the community’s 

churches that continues today. 

Fulgence was our first Congolese 

team member, joining in 2018. He 

carries this testimony, the evidence 

of the Holy Spirit’s ability to replace 

competition with compassion.  

Seeing the ministry’s effect firsthand, 

he desires to see replication in each 

community we reach. 

Mirlan Kapend 
Mpande Chiefdom and Transformational 

Development : Sustain 

 

A born debater, Mirlan loves to get 

the team riled up in Bible studies, 

offering different points of view. 

Though not originally an official 

team member, he began 

volunteering time in the field, lent to 

Sustain by his father in 2019. We 

grew to love him and appreciate his 

work ethic and kindness, quickly 

inviting him to join us. Ministering 

with confidence, he carries 

incredible potential as he continues 

to grow in maturity and wisdom.   

Ogla Kabamba 
Mpande and Mukumbi Chiefdoms 

 

Ogla was a French tutor with Julie 

the first year our team moved to 

Likasi, officially joining the team in 

2018. The oldest of 11 children, Ogla 

carries herself with maturity and an 

understanding of commitment to 

ministry. She has a heart for 

children, always gathering a group 

for songs, games, and a lesson as we 

visit communities. With a willingness 

to sacrifice on behalf of the gospel, 

she’s taken many a muddy 

motorbike ride to reach distant areas 

for evangelism! 

Darin Stewart 
Mpande Chiefdom 

 

Darin committed to Congo in 2016, dedicating himself to language study and 

ministry in Zambia until the opportunity to move full-time in 2018. With a 

gift of teaching, Darin specializes in leadership development, bringing 

instruction and depth with humility to encourage local pastors, headman, 

and lay leaders. He joins the team with a wealth of experience in Stateside 

ministry, a heart for the local church, and a strong passion for the gospel. As 

Jesus transformed his life, so he desires the same for others– that all may 

know and understand the depth of Christ’s love!  

God does not call those who are equipped, He equips those whom He has called.  

            Smith Wigglesworth 



In February, Christelle and Ogla rode motorcycles through the mud for house to 

house ministry. They found a woman who was very ill, having been bed-ridden for 

2 months with a large abdominal mass.  They prayed for God to heal her, as well 

as ministered to her family. They also shared the Gospel with 3 older women, 

who had attended a church for many years, but that day chose salvation for the 

first time. 

 

“I grew up in the city and had never been out to a village before I started 

working with the team. As we have been studying theology, I have been able to 

see my faith grow every time we go to do evangelism together.”  

The next time they followed up in Mukumbi village, the sick woman had 

experienced a miraculous healing and even desired to join as they continued in 

ministry. Christelle and Ogla share how they now have confidence to do ministry 

independently because they see the reality of Scripture, and the Spirit of God at 

work through them no matter what circumstances they face.   

 

 

Anastasie Mbombo 
Mpande Chiefdom and Transformational 

Development : Sustain 

 

Though still in high school, we asked 

Anastasie to join the team in 2019, 

after seeing her sing with the church 

choir. Her whole heart was invested 

in praise. Now, she’s taken with the 

ministry, sharing the Word with 

classmates and praying for their 

family members. Her confidence 

grows as she sees the hand of God at 

work through her. She’ll graduate 

this year, freeing her for full-time 

ministry.  

Julie Engeman 
Mukumbi Chiefdom and Transformational 

Development: Health 

 

Julie joined OM in 2012, officially 

moving from Zambia to DRC in 2018. 

As a midwife, dedicated to the 

gospel’s influence on all of life, she 

teaches classes in which medical 

professionals receive training, 

equipment, and confidence to save 

lives, significantly impacting the 

infant mortality rate. In 2020, 159 

healthcare providers from 32 clinics 

increased their capacity with this 

incredible educational tool.  

Fidele Lumbwe 
Mpande Chiefdom and Transformational 

Development : Sustain 

 

A charismatic leader, Fidele thrives 

in arranging programs and finding 

new locations for ministry. He 

coordinates many team activities, his 

energy and drive contributing to 

bringing everyone together. He grew 

up in Lubumbashi, a large city two 

hours away, but moved to Likasi for 

college, eventually getting connected 

with a local church and given 

leadership responsibility. He dreams 

big for himself and the team!   



Saviour Kaonga 
Mpande Chiefdom and Transformational 

Development : Sustain 

 

After being a part of Sustain Zambia 

for 4 years, Saviour joined team 

Congo in 2020.  A brilliant and 

humble mentor, he believes in 

working alongside and leading by 

example. His ministry and team 

building experience allow him to 

jump in to a new team, culture, and 

language with confidence. Saviour 

will continue expanding his 

opportunities this year as his 

understanding of Swahili grows.  

Sherrill Kaonga 
Mpande Chiefdom and Transformational 

Development : Sustain 

 

In 2010, Sherrill joined Overland as a 

full-time volunteer in Zambia, 

eventually becoming staff in 2013, 

the same year Sustain, our 

agricultural development branch, 

was launched.  In DRC since 2018, 

she’s taught the Biblically-based 

conservation program ’Farming 

God’s Way’ to unlock the potential of 

natural resources, using what God 

has placed in His people’s hands 

already to increase their farm yields. 

Ernest Daina 
Administration 

 

Ernest began ministering with our 

team years ago as he was finishing 

law school. His knowledge of English 

was a great asset as we ventured 

into DRC on shorter trips. During 

this time, he developed a love for OM 

and a heart to see us established. 

Now, as a provincial representative 

at the Revenue Dept. and the head of 

the Governor’s missions , he 

manages the registration of our 

official documents and our complex 

immigration processes.  

Last year, Fulgence requested prayer that he live with the power and equipping of the Holy Spirit. He recently shared a 

testimony concerning his movement away from a short-tempered, hard heart to conviction and forgiveness. Earlier this 

year, he partnered with a neighbor woman to grow and sell onions. He had the land, seed, and farming experience, while 

she had the inorganic fertilizer for the season and the opportunity to sell the harvest. Fulgence was faithful with his 

side, but when he sent his brother to collect the profit, there was nothing. She had kept and used his portion of the 

sales. He called her in a rage. However, that evening, sleep was far from him, as the Holy Spirit brought deep conviction. 

He called her the following day asking forgiveness for his words and tone and granting a pardon for the money lost. This 

is the grace of God extending from one transformed heart to change another.  



Cornelia Van Biljon 
Fundraising 

 

With a broad background of travel 

and ministry experience, Cornelia 

joins our team from South Africa. 

Her knowledge of French puts her 

ahead of our typical process, 

allowing her to get on the ground as 

soon as her ‘fully funded’ status is 

reached. She follows through on 

commitments, dedicating herself to a 

mission until the work is 

accomplished. Her confidence and 

inner strength will be a great asset to 

the team! 

Jessy Ryals 
Fundraising 

 

Jessy, having graduated AMT in 

2019, is currently preparing for 

language school in Quebec. With 

enthusiasm and spunk, she steps up 

to the challenge of DRC with joy and 

a willingness to be stretched. Though 

young in age, she carries herself with 

a depth and maturity that grounds 

her in difficult circumstances. We’re 

excited to get her level of energy and 

fun influencing us as team, impacting 

our ideas, ministry activities, and 

team building!  

Ministry in DR Congo requires flexibility, 

patience, and often the willingness to be 

covered in mud. Renting motorbikes and 

booking taxis has brought their challenges, 

but we move with the Overland Missions 

adage knit in the very fibers of our being: 

Whatever It Takes. Whatever discomfort, 

whatever monetary cost, whatever 

inconvenience or frustration– the gospel is 

worth it. We’ll push hundreds of taxis out 

of mud holes if it means seeing lives 

transformed by the power and love of God.  His name and renown are the desires of our 

hearts. As we have been changed by His grace, so we long for others to experience the same. 

We go that others may truly live. Our entire team strives to fulfill the Great Commission with 

this same zeal, pushing their own capacities that others may understand the hope into which 

we’ve been freely invited.  Though the roads are almost impassable, the trip difficult and 

often painful, the communities we’re reaching are hungry for the Word. The harvest is ready. 

But the workers must do ’Whatever It Takes’ to get there.  

Life is so much better in team. We’ve thrown 

off the lone ranger missions’ mentality, the 

trudging along, single-handedly fighting for 

community change. In this extended family, 

encouragement, accountability, and support 

keep us moving, growing, and passionately 

pursuing the Lord. Each member is 

completing a Bible diploma program, 

learning Farming God’s Way, and developing 

a passion for ministry to adults and children 

alike.  

We believe that Congolese missionaries are 

the answer for Congo, that God is raising up 

a force of local leaders to counter the 

darkness that characterizes this nation. 

There is light in the midst burning steadily, a 

growing fire that will overcome corruption, 

disease, and violence. The Lord has 

promised– and He is faithful to His Word. 

You can be a part of this movement! Our 

team-building strategy results in the sending 

out of independent Congolese missionaries, 

while simultaneously inviting new members 

to join.  This means our funding requirement 

constantly increases with team growth. 

Personal modes of transport are also critical 

to the momentum we’d like to achieve. We 

invite you to invest in the team through 

monthly donations or one-time gifts.  

         1 Motorbike: $1400 

Monthly ministry and stipend for one    

 local missionary: $300 

Thank you for considering this 

investment into team, for sowing into a 

viral move of God beginning in Haut-

Katanga Province, DRC. We’re sending 

out nation-shakers with the faith to see 

their communities completely 

transformed by the Gospel. 

Whatever it takes. 


