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Finally: an update from the last 3 months since I returned to Congo. First of all, thanks so much for your grace in this 

long delay.  There have been some huge breakthroughs and testimonies of God opening doors and giving us favor, but 

also challenges along the way. Unfortunately, the first week back, I had several things stolen from my house. While it 

was a huge inconvenience to lose the power cords to all my electronics (I haven’t been able to charge up my computer 

= no email updates!) and most of my toiletries were taken (it’s nearly impossible to find hair products here!)  as well as 

some money and food items…. I am thankful for God’s protection as I wasn’t in the house at the time of the theft and 

God has given me such peace during the whole thing. We have changed up our security guards and put additional 

security measures into place.  

 I’m still settling into the new place, and finally have a bed frame, shelf and some plastic chairs. A fun blessing has 

been discovering the neighborhood lumber yard – they throw huge planks into the discard pile and sell them at a very 

discounted price. I was able to grab a couple beautiful live edge pieces and use them for a bench and desk. It has been 

a fun new hobby to create new things for the house as our power allows.   

After nearly 6 months away from Congo (due to visas, the birth of baby 

Sepi, and a quick trip back to the US) the Kaonga family is back and it's 

so good to have our team together again. We spent the last month in 

meetings with our Likasi team, hosting visitors, following up with villages 

we have worked with in the past, leadership meetings, preaching on 

Sunday mornings, going on recons to new areas to meet with Chiefs and 

get permission to begin ministry in their areas. It was not without some 

difficulty: at one location waiting for the chief, the community leaders 

brought out some plastic chairs to sit on… but they were covered in baby 

spiders and cockroaches! Although we kicked a few off, they just kept 

creeping out of the chairs for the next hour during our meeting. Not my 

favorite time to be in a skirt as we 

were brushing them off our arms and 

legs and off our neighbor's backs. 

Somedays there is a bit of extra 

sacrifice as we push into new areas 

of ministry. At the end of the meeting 

the leaders were so thankful that we 

had come, and we hope to start 

ministry in their area this month. 

I am still trying to connect with the 

local hospital and begin volunteering, 

teaching, and ministry there- I met 
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Thanks to all who prayed and 

generously gave toward the Land 

Cruiser. After 5 years of 

motorcycles and public buses in 

Congo- this is a huge blessing in 

allowing our team to travel in more 

safety to additional locations. I am 

definitely learning my way around 

our new city and navigating the 

chaos of traffic here. Another 

challenge was getting hit by a taxi 

bus within the first 24 hours of 

having the new 4x4. Although the 

other driver didn’t even stop or 

apologizem God protected me and 

there was only minor damage to the 

bumper.  
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with the head Physician last year, and 

was finally able to get a follow up 

meeting yesterday. Please pray that 

God would open this up in His timing 

and way. 

We had our first short term, evangelism- 

expedition team out with us last week. 

Three Americans and 6 Zambians 

joined our Congo team bringing the total 

number up to 24. One lady was 

gracious enough to carry over some 

things I bought last minute off Amazon 

to replace some of the stolen items.

The last 2 weeks we had the team with us and there are almost too many testimonies to share. We had some 

days of ministry in town, as well as time out in Chief Kazembe's area. We just met him 2 months ago, after the 

Emperor recommended that we connect with him. He graciously hosted our team - gave us a goat for an evening 

meal, and helped facilitate a leaders meeting on his palace grounds (first time this had ever occurred). People 

were surprised to see this happen, as there is a past reputation of ungodliness surrounding the chief. They were 

happy to see the Chief even stand up and endorse us as we want to share the Gospel in new areas, and the 

Chief himself even encouraged his people to follow God. Savior and I were called up to share a little bit with the 

leaders - it was a great honor... although I didn't have much time to prepare or even change out of my dusty and 

slightly sweaty clothes... But God's presence was in that place; the Gospel was shared and leaders were 

encouraged to be unified, to seek God alone, reject witchcraft and ungodliness and to serve their people in 

humility even as Christ came as a servant to all. We had anticipated about 30 leaders, but more than 70 arrived - 

which was wonderful, except that we were preparing a meal for them. God miraculously multiplied the food (we 

were cooking over a campfire and had no other way to supplement the meal on such short notice) and no one 

went home hungry! 

Our team ministered in three villages, had kids ministry at the school, visited 3 different churches. We found that 

there are several churches in the area, but some really crazy doctrines. Many people thought that they were 

saved as they followed the teachings of their prophet or pastor, and were depending on works or baptism as a 

way to have access to the Father and eternal life. We were able to encourage people back to the Word of God as 

their only source of doctrine without mixing in witchcraft or other human philosophies. Many people chose to 



 
www.overlandmissions.com  julie@overlandmissions.com 

 
follow Christ alone for the first time, rededicated their lives back to the 

Lord. Our team prayed for the sick, and demon possessed and saw 

God touch many lives with his power. We also found some believers 

who are just in need of some encouragement and promises from the 

Bible and praying with them. One woman was hiding from her 

abusive husband in a new village and had never heard of Christ 

before. After hearing of God's love, she chose salvation and we spent 

some time praying over the brokenness that she is walking through, 

trusting that God will be her protector and healer as well as bringing 

His justice to the situation. Another family was living in fear from their 

neighbors who were practicing witchcraft- we gave them many verses on their authority in Christ and confidence 

that they can have as Believers who are walking in the power of God.  

One of my favorite testimonies came one night before dinner. Mike, one of our Congolese missionaries and 

ministry partners, told me that some guys were waiting by the chief's palace asking to hear the word of God. We 

went over to talk with them. They had just arrived for a job, from a few hundred kilometers away near the Angolan 

border. We talked for quite a while about Salvation and they had questions. One asked about his prophet (pastor) 

who is practicing witchcraft at his church and killing people, would he also be responsible for those sins because 

he prays there? Although they all attended various "churches", at the end they discovered that none of them were 

in fact saved, based on the criteria found in Scripture. All 6 men made a decision for salvation and to follow Christ 

alone. As we were getting ready to leave, one man says, "This is just how it happened in my dream." Two days 

previous, he had a vision of this meeting where he was told to 

meet two strangers and ask us to tell him the word of God. 

They had literally gotten off the bus and went immediately to 

find the tree outside of the chief's house. Praise God for how 

He is drawing all people to Himself! 

This next month is focused on following up with and starting 

discipleship in the 3 villages who heard the Gospel with our 

Expedition team, as well as continuing to prepare for the 

Chief's chaplaincy program that will be starting in August. 

Please pray that the Spirit of God would go before us and that hearts would be prepared for what God is doing. 

Please continue to pray over our documents and visas... this has been a process for more than 4 years and it 

is still unresolved. I need to renew my work permit at the end of June, and we are praying for God to move. We 

need favor with the immigration officials to approve and sign our documents and guard us from corruption during 

the process. Thanks for your prayers for our safety. We have spent many hours on the roads in the last few 

months, and have had several issues with the police and immigration border agents harassing us and detaining 

us at the many checkpoints. Please pray for God's justice to protect us and that we would have a chance to 

minister His love to those who are using their positions of power for corruption and money, even though our visas 

and vehicle documents are in order. We realize that there will never be righteousness and peace in this nation 

without God touching people’s hearts and minds… so we continue pressing on in great expectation for God to 

move as only HE can.  

 

Thank you for your intercession and financial partnership with the Gospel which makes it possible to 

continue ministry here in Congo. Because of Christ, Julie Engeman 


